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Home-made mouse baits put wildlife and domestic animals at risk  
 
With mouse numbers increasing in the Wimmera-Mallee the Department of Sustainability and Environment 
(DSE) has called on landholders not to start making their own baits and inadvertently put wildlife and 
domestic animals at risk.  
 
DSE south west biodiversity manager Grant Hull said home-made baits have the potential to cause serious 
harm to wildlife and pose an increased risk to domestic animals and pets.   
 
“Home-made, grain-based baits don’t use mouse-specific chemicals and so they often don’t work on mice.” 
Mr Hull said. 
 
“Home-made baits often have a much higher chemical concentration to ensure the same effect as 
commercial baits making them much more dangerous to wildlife and pets than the commercial baits.”  
 
“Grain and mice are key sources of food for many species, including native birds, mammals and reptiles, 
and some domestic animals.”  
 
“Native or domestic animals that eat grain or mouse carcasses in an area where home-made bait has been 
laid are at risk of off-target poisoning.” 
 
“When trying to control mice, the best way to prevent off-target kills is to use approved mouse-specific baits 
and to monitor the results.” 
 
DSE advises that it is illegal to use chemical products not registered for the control of mice to kill mice and 
other pests and asks people to:   
• only use registered mouse baits 
• keep your pets away from baits and dead mice to prevent secondary poisoning 
• monitor for non-target animal deaths when baiting 
• report any deaths to the bait supplier and the Department of Primary Industries 
• avoid touching or handling the carcasses and keep your pets away in order to prevent secondary 

poisoning   
• report any wildlife deaths that appear suspicious – for example a group of dead birds lying close 

together - to the local DSE office or call DSE 136 186. 
 
“Last year, DSE investigated several cases of bird kills in the Wimmera and a number were found to have 
been caused by the misuse of farm chemicals,” Mr Hull said. 
 
Anyone found to have deliberately poisoned wildlife using agricultural chemicals in home-made baits may 
face penalties of up to two years jail and fines of more than $24,000 under both the Wildlife Act 1975. 
Inappropriate use of chemicals may also result in breaches of the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act 
1986. 
 
In addition, there are other offences under the Agricultural and Veterinary Chemicals (Control of Use) Act 
1992 that carry maximum penalties of $11,682 for an individual and $23,364 for a corporation. 
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