Volume 27, Number 1 ISSN 1448-0107
March 2010

Australian

Freld Ornithology

Journal of Bird Observation & Conservation Australia



Australian
Freld Ornithology

VOLUME 27, Number 1
MARCH 2010

Publisher: BIRD OBSERVATION & CONSERVATION AUSTRALIA ABN 24005068842
P.O. Box 185, Nunawading, Vic. 3131

Co-ordinating Editor: Stephen Debus, PhD
P.O. Box 1015, Armidale, NSW 2350
<sdebus@une.edu.au>

Editor, predatory birds: Stephen Debus

Editor, aquatic birds: Andrew Ley, LittB
19 Lynches Road, Armidale, NSW 2350
<aley@northnet.com.au>

Editor, bush birds, parrots, general ecology: Peter Higgins MSc
P.O. Box 99, Sawtell, NSW 2452
<bronzewing@internode.on.net>

Editor, rare birds: Margaret Cameron, BA (Hons)
2 Cintra Street, Eastern Heights, Qld 4305
<mcameron01@optusnet.com.au>

Assistant Editor: Julia Hurley, PhD
Production: Julia Hurley

Editorial Board:
Associate Professor Alan Lill, PhD (Chair)
Mike Clarke, PhD
Rohan Clarke, PhD
Stephen Debus, PhD
Tania Ireton, BSc, Cert. Ornithol.
Barry Kentish, MSc, EdD
Ken Simpson, MSc honoris causa

©Bird Observation & Conservation Australia 2010.
Copyright in individual articles held by authors.

The statements and opinions contained in the papers published in this journal are the
responsibility of the respective authors, and do not necessarily represent the views and opinions
of the BOCA. Papers in AFO are peer reviewed by two referees.

APPRECIATION
Subscription Rate: BOCA ORI
Four issues $32.00 posted w

Overseas $40.00 (airmail)

v

Bird Observation & Conservation Australia encourages the study and conservation of birds and
their habitat, and publishes The Bird Observer every two months and AFO quarterly. Details of
membership and other information may be obtained from:

BOCA, 183 Springvale Road, Nunawading, Victoria 3131.
Telephone (03) 9877 5342, Fax (03) 9894 4048.
Email <information@birdobservers.org.au>. Website: www.birdobservers.org.au

COVER: Breeding of Painted Finch in NSW: Male at entrance of nest, Yanco Creek Crossing,
31 August 2008

Plate 1 Photo: Dean A. Ingwersen



Australian
Freld Ornithology

NOTES FOR
CONTRIBUTORS

Australian Field Ornithology welcomes original papers and short notes on Australian ornithology,
particularly those reporting data derived from observing birds in the field. Black-and-white or
colour photographic prints and transparencies of adequate contrast, or high-resolution digital scans,
are acceptable. Line drawings illustrating behaviour etc. in the text are also welcome. Authors are
encouraged to submit relevant colour photographs suitable for the front cover.

Papers are considered on the understanding that they are not simultaneously being offered
elsewhere. Papers submitted as hard copy should be typed, wide spaced with generous margins, and
submitted in triplicate to the relevant editor (see inside front cover). However, authors are strongly
encouraged to send initial submissions as email attachments, so the editorial and refereeing process
can be conducted electronically with minimal delay. English bird names, scientific names, and sequence
of families and species follow Christidis & Boles (2008) Systematics and Taxonomy of Australian Birds,
CSIRO, Melbourne.

All papers should have a summary, and internal structuring with appropriate subheadings. The
24-hour clock and SI units are used. Dates are written as 1 January 2003 in the text, but may be
abbreviated (1.1.03) in tables. Numbers 1 to 9 are spelt in the text, except as quantities with units
(e.g. 1 kg, 2 km).

The conventions adopted in Australian Field Ornithology follow those in the Style Manual for
Authors, Editors and Printers, revised edition, Snooks & Co., Brisbane, 2002. References follow the
author-date (Harvard) system.

The proportions of graphs, figures and tables should be selected so that they can fit within all or
part of a single page, or in exceptional cases a double page. Figures should be of professional quality,
or laser-printed if computer generated.

Authors are asked to consult a current issue of the journal as a guide, particularly on style, layout
and capitalisations in titles, subheadings and references. Detailed guidelines are available from the
editors. Papers will be refereed.

Authors submitting final, revised manuscripts and illustrations on disk should supply two hard
copies. Tables, figures and illustrations should not be embedded in the text; figures and illustrations
on disk or CD should be submitted separately as JPEG or TIFF files. If illustrations are submitted in
colour, the hard copy should also be in colour. Title, author and operating system used to generate the
file should be indicated on the disk label. The word processor and version should be indicated. A current
version of ‘Word’ for PC is preferred. Preferably, final versions should be submitted electronically, as
an email attachment, to the relevant editor.

The authors of a paper are entitled to one free copy of the issue of AFO in which their paper is
published. Additional copies can be ordered at cost ($6.50 each + postage) from the BOCA.
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